
INFORMATION NOTICE

The Census is useful, secure and simple

This year, the census is being conducted in your area. Everyone must take part in the census,
whatever their nationality or situation if they are living or plan to live at least 12 months in
France or if they don't have an usual residence in another country. 

This document will provide you with all the information you need on how to go about it.
If you require further information, the census officer and your local town hall are there to answer
any questions. You may also consult the following websites: www.le-recensement-et-moi.fr.

Thank you for taking part.

The census takes place:
In municipalities with populations of less than 10,000 people:

• until Saturday, February 17th in Metropolitan France, the Antilles and French Guiana,
• until Saturday, March 2nd in Reunion Island and in Mayotte.

In municipalities with populations of 10,000 or more:
• until Saturday, February 24th in Metropolitan France, the Antilles and French Guiana,
• until Saturday, March 9th in Reunion Island and in Mayotte.

What is the point of the census? 
The census is used to determine the official population of each municipality. These figures are then
used to define the State’s contribution to the budget of your municipality : the larger its population
is,  the  larger  that  contribution  will  be.  The  official  population  also  determines  the  number  of
pharmacies or the number of seats on the municipal council, etc. In addition, detailed population
information  (age,  housing  conditions,  family  composition…)  can  serve  for  decisions  on  the
provision of facilities (to open a day-care centre, build housing or develop transport) and to provide
the right response to the population’s needs. Taking part in the census is a civic act and one that is
useful for all of us.

So how do I go about it ?
1. A census officer recruited by your local municipality will come to your home and ask you to

take part in the census, either online or on paper. The officers will have an official card so
that you can identify them.




